Sensory evoked responses in the intensive care unit.
Within the past decade, sensory evoked responses (SERs) have been increasingly applied in acute brain injury. In this paper, we present the rationale for this clinical application and discuss principles and practices that are important for successful measurement and interpretation of sensory evoked responses (SERs) in the intensive care unit. Fundamentals of pathophysiology and management of acute brain injury are reviewed. Varied uses of SERs in brain-injured children and adults are illustrated with case reports. Our experience suggests that SER measurement in acute brain injury is clinically challenging yet rewarding. We conclude that, with sufficient preparation, the audiologist can assume an important position on the intensive care unit team in acute management of brain injury.